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PREFACE. 


F the Readers of the Following Sermon knew 
how very little Time I had for the Compoſing 
of it, They. would not be Offended with its 
Plainneſs: Nor Thoſe that are Zngenuons, Cri- 

tical in obſerving Faults or Over-6ghts. ' The 

Conclufron. of the Sermon, which contains the Orcafron 

of my Penning/and Preaching it, I have here Publiſht 
with ſome ſmall Additions, which I think fit to men- 
tion, becauſe thoſe of whoſe Humanity I have had 

ſuch plentiful Experience, will be.. torward enough, I 

preſume, to give out, upon- their '.finding'any Paſla» 
ges they did not hear from the Pu/pit, that I have 

Lyed in the 7itle Page. 

The Deſign of this Preface is to Vindicate my ſelf 
from a great Slander of theirs (and I am- prepar2d to 
do the like, as to all the Other I have heard of! whict 
notwithſtanding my Endeavours, both by Vo;4 »{ 
Mouth and Letters, to Clear my Self of, dotii ( 45 [ 
underſtood the Laſt Week) ſtill tick upon me : And 
*tis this, That I ſhould give, about. a Year and three 
Quarters ſince, to a certain Fazatick, a Knaviſh Cer- 
tificate, to bring him off, in a Court of Juſtice, from 
A3 an 
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an Indiftment of ſo Scandalous a Crime, as the Depra- 
wing of the Common-Prayers. And in {hort, That I Cer- 
tified him to be a good Church-Man, whereas-he never 
came to the Communion but once, in order to his being 
Qualified for the Office of Common-Council- Man. And 
if I ever gave to any ſuch Perſon ſuch a Certificate, 
F will freely acknowledge, I was a Xnave indeed. 
But before F procced tarther, I will fay this, That 
I know not that I cver Repented of any Certificate | 
gave in my Lite, except of Oze that two of my grea- 
relt Enemies, before they diſcovered their Malice to- 
wards me, did unawares draw me into ; which was 
to this Efed, and, to the. beſt -of my remembranae, 
in theſe very Words, That for ought 7 know, they were 
Men of Peaceable and Chriſtian Spirits; which Certifi- 
cate was of their own Penning. | I muft Confeſs, I then 
ſhrewdly ſ«ſpefted that: they ; were-not 'Men of ſuch 
Spirits, but becauſe I chad no. certain Awowledge. of the 
Contrary, upon 2 little: deliberation--I' Subfcribed it. 
But within a few dayes T was made ſenſible what a 
Trapan this was, being informed, That theſe very Men 
had Repreſented me, at'White-#/af, as an Encourager 
of Fanaticks in our Freedom-YVeſtry, This was told 
me by a Perſon of Honour, who had it from Mr. Se- 
cretary Jenkins. But I Appeal to the preſent Recorder 
of London, and to the Alderman. of our Ward, whe- 
ther, in their Preſence, 1 did not abundantly Clcar my 
Innocence, as to this Charge; The Latter of theie 
Gentlemen, meeting me1n, or near, Cornhill, ſome dayes 
after the\'Hearing, which we had in the Recorders Cham- 
ber, deſired me to Pardon the Chief Man of them ; and 
the Recorder, at the Conciuſion of the Hearing, I think 
before molt of the Yeſtry-Men were gone out ( tor there 
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was 2 full Appearance of them too) was pleaſed to 
Declare (my Self ſtanding by him, and divers Others) 
That, be would juſtify my Honeſty (that was, with re- 
ſpeA to my Proceedings in the Yeſtry) on any Ground 
in England, 

My Adverfaries thus failing of their Deſign, they, 
with oze or two more, have, almoſt ever ſince that 
time to this, turned every Stone to Ruine me: And 
London Rings of their Carriage towards me. Nor hath 
it Satisfied them to abuſe Me in the groſſeſt manner, 
but they have put an intolerable Abuſe upon a Great- 
Mau or Two; for when they have been Expoſtulated 
with, for making my Life ſo eaſy, they have En- 
deavoured to remove all Blame from themſelves, by 
pretending that what they had done, was in meer 
Obedience to their Commands. And when it was 
replyed (as once it was by my Self, to this Effect) 
Tou firſt inſtigate Great Perſons by your wretched Stories, 
and then Hypocritically pretend that my Troubles Origi- 
nally proceed from them; there was no Anſwer, but 
perfect Silence. 

It might make a Competent Yolume, to give an Ac- 
count what Slanders they. have devited, and Methods 
they have taken, from time to time, to do Me Mit- 
chief. I have a Narrative by me of the Moleſtations 
they have given me, to about ZZeff a Tear fince, which 
I intended hex to Publiſh, but upon Second Tioughts 
I judged it more prudent to hold my hand for ſome 
time longer. 

But to return to this XAnavi/h Certificate ; 'The Perſon 
I certified for, was one Mr. R. W. who 1s one of my 
neareſt Neighbours. The Occa/zon of the Certificate 
was 7his, Two of theſe Three or Four Men, wito have 
i9 
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fo long been my Adverſaries, accuſed this Man to me 
before his face (which fair play they rarely uſe) of 
having called the Common-Prayers an Innovation, upon 
a Motion to have them Read, at the meeting of their 
Queſt, in the Queſt-Houſe. Mr. W. Profeſſed that he 
only called the Reading of them upon That Occaſion (o, 
for that never any ſuch thing had been done before, 
that ever he heard of in this Pariſh: And that he op- 
poſed the bringing up of ſuch a Cuſtome, for the 
Poors fake, becauſe he preſumed they would pay the 
Reader out of the Purſe, that at That Meeting annu- 
ally was made for Them. But he told me he decla- 
red to them, that if they would pay the Reader out 
of their Own Parſes, they might have the Prayers in 
the Church with all his heart; and acknowledged then 
that he gave them a Proverbial Saying, which they 
made a mighty buſineſs of, that ſignified no more than 
that every Body might have his Liberty, either to'go, 
or to ſtay away ; which, though it might be decently 
enough uſed in molt Caſes not relating to Religious 
Afﬀaires, yet I told him it was Jrreverendly done of 
him to ule it in zhis Caſe; And though I could not 
impute it to his Diſaffetion-to the Prayers (he having 
ever ſince I came to this Pariſh, and I underſtand, for 
{ome Years before was a conſtant attender on them 
upon Sundayes) but to meer Raſhneſs and Inconſide- 
ration, they being then /ir- the heat of Paſſion ; yet 
at that time, and more then once ſince, I rebuked 
him for it with ſeverity enough. And I further Re- 
proved him before theſe Men, for not being as for- 
ward as any to ſo good a Motion; though it was 
civent enough, that the Mction was not made from 
'o good a Principle, as that of true Love to the ny 
| {hip 
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ſhip of God, but upon a deſign that was very Obyi- 
ous. I farther added, that ro encourage the Reading 
of the Prayers, at this Yearly Meeting, I would My 
felf firſt read them at their Meeting again the next 
Year, and fo for the future, which accordingly I did 
the laſt Chriſtmas. They had another Story of # 
moſt indecent Scoff at our Church Muſick, but this he 
utterly denied, and perſiſts in doing ſo; and the Truth 
is I nevgr Believed it, but now, tor a rcalon I woa't 

mention, I disbelieve it. | 
After all the Paiſionate Fending and Proving was o- 
ver, and I had, as I faid, ſmartly enough reproved 
Mr. W. I told them *twas evident, he did not call the 
Prayers an Innovation, but only the Reading them in 
the Bueſt- Houſe, or upon that Occaſion, and then Exhort- 
ed them to more Chrittian behaviour towards one ano» 
ther, and to be Friends again ; Having heard that there 
was an elder Grudg berween one or both of theſe 
Men, andthis Mr. WW. And that the Difference did not 
begin now: Although oje of them had been fomes 
time before his great Intimate, and he Conllantly 
gave Mr. W. the Title of is Maſter. Hereupon they 
Drank to cach other, more than once, and ſhaok hands. 
Bur the Next News I heard' of them, which furprized 
me much, was, that they had made a Complaint of 
him to Mr. Recorder, and that the Conſtable had carried 
him away to Gui/d-F7all, and. that there het was bound 
over to anſwer for his Depraving the, Commons Prayer, 
upon theſe Mens Oaths, at the Kings Bench Barr. Wits 
upon this Mr. W. ſigaiiied to me, I hat the Lord Mayor ad 
adviſed' him, to get a good Peritzon drawn up to my 
Lord Chief Fujti: e, and as good a Certiicareas his-(hn. nr 
and other Creditable Peopie of the Parith, could give him ; 
Cal) and 
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and that His Lordſhip promiſed him to preſent 4oth with 
his ews hand,and accordingly. Ze performed that Promiſe, 
Hereupon I again Reproved him,and told him I hoped this 
would be for the future a Varning to lum ; and finding him 
much dejected, I faid I would willingly certifie for him 
whatſoever T knew to be true of him. And the Certi- 
ficate I gave him was this ,. That he was a Conſtant 
Attender on the Prayers of the Church, a Frequenter of 
the Holy Communion, in the way of the Church of Eng- 
land, and a forward man to Publick good Works in the 
Pariſh, and particularly at that time, to the Repairing 
of our Church and Steeple. And in the cloſe, I ex- 
preſſed how far I was from going about to excuſe 
his fault ; but in what Words I did this, I don't now re- 
member. 

This is the plain and Naked Truth of this matter, 
and I am yet to learn where lay my fault. Nay I 
am {till fully ſatisfied in my Conſcience, that I did 
nothing but what I might —_— do, may nor any 
thing but what I was bound in Common Juſtice to 
do. For I never knew him other, than a Conſtant atten« 
der on the Prayers of the Church, nor than a Frequene 
ter of the Holy Communion, I mean upon his Xxees 
and at the Ray/es. And, whatſoever Faults he may 
have been guilty of, I have found no one Pariſhioner 
more Publick Spirited, both in reference to the Church 
and Pariſh, And he was one of the beſt Church-Wardens 
(1 finding him in that Office when I firſt came hither) 
that I believe the Pariſh ever knew. It hath been 
Objected to me, that he behaved himſelf Di/loyally at 
the Election of Sherzfs, and therefore this Certiticate 
| was taken the Worſe at my hands. Bur I need make 
[| no other: Reply, than that this was more than I XAnew, 
* I have 
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T have but /z#tle Acquaintance in this Pariſh to 7his 
Day, and had /eſs ther, ſo that I might very well be 
a ſtranger to his Brhaviour at that Eleftion. For my 
part, I never perceived any D#/loyalty in him, but the 
Contrary, when he hath come to me, which he docs 
very rarely, but when Buſineſs brings him, though 
he lives c/oſe by me. And had he diſcovered Diſaf- 
feftion to the Government, either in Charch or State 
to Me, what is commendable in him ſhould not have 
made with Me a1 Atonement for it. But there is no 
end of thele my Obliging Friends Stories; I hope 
though, for the future they | be more unocent ones ; I 
mean, that their 7ongues will be no Slander, The 
worit thing I knew of this man was, that he would 
be too eaſily Provoted, but as ſoon (that Fle fay for him 
too) Pacified, But why ſhould I berter know what this 
W. was, than what Theſe Men were? I was I confeſs 
often to/d what Two of them were, but I would not 
believe it, till they did me the kindneſs to make me 
underſtand them whether T would or no ; and ſince 1 
have been ſufficiently upbraided with my Charitable In- 
credulity. But in order to the more Blackening of 
Me, One or More of my good Friends have reported, 
That he was upon the Scaffo/d when the Zing was Mur- 
thered. 1 never heard of 7his till this very day, but 
I concluded *twas a Wicked Lye, before I ſent for him 
to ask him the Queſtzon. His Reply was, that he was 
then but a Boy about ſixteen Years Old, (as any one 
may believe that knows him) and that he was at that 
time Fourſcore Miles from Londor. 

In ſhort, Mr. Attorney General had a full Hearing of 
the forementioned Caute, was fully fatised of the 
Baſeneſs of it, and gave Mr.W. a Noli Proſequi. 
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My Enemies after this, made an Article againft re 
of this Certificate, at Doftors Commons, and it was 
thrown ont again with Contempt enough. And yet, 
it is ſtill made a hainous Crime in me, aad if it muſt 
be ſo for rhe future, after this pains I have taken to 
clear my felt of being taulty therein, ſo /et 3t, Per- 
wicacie nullum oppoſait remedium - Deus. But I de- 
clare farther, that it I had retuſed: to certifie what 
I knew to: be true of this Man, I had not only been 
njuſt, but highly Diſ- ingenuous. For at my firlt com- 
ing to this Pariſh, though he was a meer Stranger to 
me ; and I never once heard of him before ; he high- 
ly obliged me by ſtanding up tor my Right to Houſes 
that were Built on the Church-Yard Ground, and 
which I recovered without going to Law, and by no 
ns Aſſiſtance more than by his. And fo much for 

hat, 

I am accuſed too of this very Whiggrfh Trick, and 
in My mind a More Knaviih one, than the pretended 
Certificate, viz. That the. Lord Mayor, or ſome Great 
Man (no body knows who) ſending to me to give my Judg- 
ment of Perſons fit ts be choſen Common-Council-Men, 
and to do my beſt towards procuring the Choyce of Loyal 
Perſons, I recommended Fanaticks, or at leaſt. Whigs, and 
ftickled for them, But the Reader ſhan't need to be 
ſcared with the fears of another tedious Tale, for a 
Word or Two will do this buſineſs, w/z. I ſolemnly pro- 
feſs both upon rhe Word of a Chriſtian and a Divine, 
That I never concerned my ſelf, either directly or in- 
direftly, in that Aﬀair, nor ever was defired by any 
Mortal to Medale in ir. But yet this Goodly com- 
plaint of me, was told me by no leis a Man than a 
Lord, this laſt week. And I am not to ſeek to under- 
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ſtand, why juſt at This Nick of time, (1 mean with- 
in this Week or Fortnight) there are ſuch Strenuous but 
Secret Endceavours uſed by theſe Men, to make me all 
chat's naught to our GOVERNOURS. 

It may be expected I ſhould here Clear my {elf cf 
Diſcouraging my Courch-Wardens from Preſenting Diſ+ 
ſenters, which they made an Article of, but I necd to 
ſay no more than Zhis to it, That as they could make 
nothing /ike. a Proof of it in the Court, 1o the contrary 
appeared there, by the Depoſition of the Principal of 
their own Witneſſes. And I had full Evidence ready 
to prove , That I only Charged them to Preſent n- 
partially, and not to Gratify any ones Revengeful Piques, 
but it was not produced becauſe 'twas needleſs. And 
I had, after a full Hearing, Tex Pounds Cofts given me 
againſt them. And now my Hand is in, a Word or 

wo to their Grand Article, That I gave the Commu+ 
ion to two of my Church-WWardens together, Who were 
Excommunicated in the Court, near a Tear and half ſince. 
But as I had Leave to Defer the Publiſhing of that Ex- 
communication, ſo the Sacrament was given them be-+ 
fore *twas Publiſht; and I had then great Aſſurance, 
That Excommunications can take no Efett till they are 
Publiſht; and what I did, was done upon the beſt Ad- 
vice I was capable of having, and I Relyed upor- the 
Authority of more than One Eccleſiaſtical Judge; and 
the fame Article had been Exhibited againſt many 0- 
ther Divines beſides my ſelf, had they been ſo unhap- 


py as to have had in their Pariſhes any People of 


tuch Venomous Spirits, as thoſe Few I am infeſted with, 
So thar, if this were 2 Fault in me, it was a Fault of 
molt Excuſeable, if 1 may not fay /avincible, Ignorance. 
| no way Conlulte.| mine ewn Zvtereſt 1n doing this 
thing, 
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thing, and I Abominate the breaking of any Order of 
the Church to Gratify any Perſon whatſoever. 

There is one thing more which I ought not to omit, 
wiz, That whereas I might ſay (but that it may be 
replicd, 7 live far from Neighbours) that no Man could 
live more Peaceadly than I have done 1n this place, nor 
have been more forward to Oblige all Mcn, I have 
wondred ſometimes, and ſo have others too who know 
my Converſation, how I ſhould happen to have in my 
Pariſh ſuch Bzi#ter Enemies, though, I thank God, [ 
have but a very tew that I know of. But I have been 
tor ſome time ſatisfied, that my Impartiality in Preach- 
ing hath netled ſome, and particularly my frequent ex- 
poling certain Viccs of ſome among us, who value them- 
iteclves mightily upon their Loyalty and Conformity, 
whom I have plainly told, That they are a Diſgrace 
both to the Xzzg and the Church; and it may be I 
have but ſeldom dealt Severely with the Fanaticks, and 
Men of Factious, Seditious, and Rebellious Principles, 
but I have had a Bout with them too. Now this is a 
Fault I will not make the leaſt Excuſe for, and if it be 
2 Fault, 1 believe moſt of the good Service I have done 
here to the Kinz2 and Church, hath been principally 
Owing to 1t. 

A Second Cauſe of myTroubles Iam too ſure (and I que- 
ſtion whether I can name a Third) is, My Retuſing to 
part with Mr. $. after all Endeavours that have been 
uſed tro Set me againſt hum. And for my great Aver{- 
ncfs to Gratity lus Enemies herein, I will Exerciſe my 
Readers Paticnce with this thort Apology. viz. That, 
b-fides one Perſonal Pique, I ſoon perceiv'd, the 
Bottom of the Emnity againſt him, to be ſome Ser- 
ions he Preached of the Abſolute Neceſſity of Refſtitm 
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tion, that grievouſly Galled ſome, who were too well 
known, to have Wronged the Poor, together with tiis 
declaring his Mind F!ſe-where with tome Severity, 
againſt ſeveral unjuſt Praftices, before I had any 
Relation to this Parjſh, And it would have lain 
heavy upon my Conſcience, while I had a Day to 
Live, ſhould I have Joyned with Thoſe againſt him, 
who, I was Satisfied, did Sct themſelves in Oppoſitt- 
on to-him, for the Zeal he had expreſſed upon fo high- 


F Commendablean account, as that of endeavouring to 
o Right to Thoſe who are not in a Capacity of Righ- 
ting Themſelves, Beſides, ſhould I have diſmiſſed Mr. S. 


I could not but expect the Curſes of Hundreds of 


Needy Families, for, excepting two Noted Cirizens, 
I know not his Fellow for bceſtirring himſelf, to get Re- 
lief for Poor People. I am Confident, That never was 
a Pariſh fo obliged to a Curate, as this Pariſh hat'z been, 
for many Years, to Zim, as 1/ as he hath now, tar 
a long time by ſome few, been Requited for it. And, 
to ſpeak my Conſcience, I am ccrtain this Pariſh could 
very much better ſpare my Self, than it can 27m. 
| Confteſs, at my firſt coming, there was ſome Mif- 
#nderſtanding between Him and Me, which ſome hoped 
w ould have ended in a ſettled Enmity like to Theirs : 
But in a very ſhort time, We came to know cach 
Other Better, and then immediately all That Vanithed, 
and hath never been in the /ea/t Revived to this Day. . 
And, as to his Preaching up Loyalty, and Con- 
formity to the Church, I know not a Divine in Lon- 
don that is, or, ever ſince I came hither, hath been 
more Zealous ; as many Hundreds, | may tay ſome Thou- 
ſands, can Lear me Witneſs. I will make no other A- 


pology tor troubling the Reader with this long Scrib- 
ble, 
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ble, than this very ſhort one, wis. Meer Neceſſity hath, 
forely againſt my Inclination, Compelld me to it. But, 
for all that, 1 expect to. have the old lame Diſtick flung 
in my Diſh, vx, 


Hoc mihi pra certo eſt, guid ff cum ſtercore Certe, 
Vinco, ſex vincar,, Certe Ego Maculor, 


And if I have #his Wipe, Tle take it Patiently, though 
of all Gibes, I contels, I Met bate True Qaes, 


$t. Giles Cripplegate, 


CY} OY YE ET ET TY 4c. ii. as. ls ata 4 — 


(1) 
THE 


Great Wickednels, 


And Miſchievous EffeRs of 


SLANDERING 
Repreſented. 


Pſalm. 101. 5. 
Whoſo privily Slandereth bis Neigh- 
bour, bim will I Cut off. 


Shall not detein you with any thing of 

Preface, but fall immediately upon the Th! 1 

Buſineſs I deſigned in the choice of thele ; $T 
| | 
| 


Words, for my Preſent Subject. 

The Juſt and Pious KING, who was the 
Pen-Man, ſpends this ſhort P/alm 11a declaring 
to his People, how he was relolved to man- 
nage himſelf, in reference to the encourage- 
ment of Piety and Virtue amoag them; and the 
dilcon- 


(2) 


diſcouragement of Vice and Wickedne(s. And 
among, other particular Vices which he tells 
them ſhould by no means elcape Puniſhment, 
that of Slandering their Neighbours comes in, 
in the Words of my Text. Nor is here any 
one Vice which he expreſlech ſo great an ab- 
horrence of, or ſo ſeverely Threatens, as this 
of Slandering, For, whereas he faith, 4 fro- 
ward Heart [hall DEPART FROM ME: 
T will not KNOW a Wicked Perſon: And 
him that\ hath a Figh Look, and a Proud Heart 
will not I SUFFER: And he that Worketh 
Deceit ſhall nt DWELL WITHIN MY 
HOUSE: And he that telleth Lies ſhall not 
TARRY IN MY SIGHT; He makes 
Slandering their Neighbours, a (apital Crime, 
and declareth That Whoſo Slandereth his Neighs 
bour, him would He CUT OFF. 


Fiſt, I will endeavour to ſhew, what is 
here Meant by Slandering ones Neighs 
bour. 

Secondly, Upon What accounts we may pre- 
lume this Good King did thus Threaten 
thoſe that ſhould be Guilty of this 

Practice, 


I. What 


('3'/ 


I. What is here Meant by Slandering ones 
Neighbour, Thus to do, is either to Deviſe a 


Tale of another and then Tel! it; That is, 


Such a Tale, as tends to the bringing of a 


Blot upon the Perſon of whom *tis invented 
and told: Or to tell a falſe Story from other 
hands as true, and with a deſign to have ir 
Believed without [ufficient Evidence of the 
truth of it, Now although this Latter way 
of Slandering be a very Great Sin, as pro- 
ceeding from great want of Charity, and be- 


ing perfectly oppoſite to that Golden Rule of 


our Saviour, What you Wwenuld that Men fhould do 
to you, do you even the ſame to them, (than which 
no Maxim in Morals is more plainly taught 
by the Law of Nature, 7. e. Right Reaſon 
unaſſiſted by Divine Revelation, and which 
a Pagan Prince gives us in Negative Terms, 
Viz. Quod tibi firri non vis, alteri ne feceris, 
Whatſorver thou wouldft not have done to thy ſelf, do 
not offer to do to another ; I ſay, as this Latter 
way of Slandering is for theſe reaſons a very 
Great Sin, and conſequently will meet with, 
where it is not timely repented of, very Sore 
Puniſhment from Gods hands) yet the Former 
way, iz. Slandering by Inventing of Stories to 
B 2 tie 
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the Blemiſhing of any ones Good-Name, is a 
Greater Sm, (as is evident at firſt hearing) and 
therefore deſerves Greater Puniſhnent, And the 
more the Tale Blackens his Reputation of whom 
it is told, and the greater, or more uſeful the 
Perſon is in the World who is defamed, as alſo 
the greater the Injury is thatis deſigned him in 
telling it of him, the greater ſtill is this ex- 
ceedingly great Sin. Now the Slanderers that 
King David muſt needs mean here in the 
Text, and whom he threatneth with being 
Cut off, are ſuch as ſhall Deviſe and Invent 
Lies to the Injuring of their Neighbours, i. e, 
of any Perſons, be their Rank and Quality 
what it will ; which the word Neighbour doth 
import. And they are only ſuch Slanderers as 
theſe which muſt be here thus threatned, becauſe 
the other Sort (viz. Such as do not Invent, but 
only Raſhly give Credit to and Report Lies of 
their Neighbours) though They are great. Sin- 
ners too, yet we cannot think that the King 
would doom them to {o great a Puniſhment. 
For in all Places, there are too many of theſe 
Offenders to be made Obnoxious to fo ſevere 
a Sentence, And beſides, it is not ſo eaſy a 
matter for the Magiſtrate to find Evidence (uf- 
fcient 


C5) 


ficient in ſuch a caſe as this, to found ſich a 
Sentence as that of Death upon it. 


IT. I come to ſhew upon what Accounts this 
Good King did thus threaten ſuch as Privily 
Slandered their Neighbours, There 1s very great 
reaſon for his being thus Incenſed againſt them. 

Firſt, Becauſe Inventers of Slanders are in 
the number of the moſt Tjurious and Miſchievors 
People in the World. 

1., They are moſt Miſchievous to thoſe Per- 
ſons who are the Obje&s of their Slanders ; None 
ate more (o, except thoſe Inſtruments of Satan, 
who by drawing others to Sin deſtroy their 
Souls, Aﬀer the Divine Graces and Virtues, 
which are neceſſary to Qualify for the Heaven- 
ly Happineſs, a Man's Good-Name is the moſt 
highly Valuable. Ir is not only Better than pres 
cious Oyntment, and rather to be choſen than Silver 
and Gold (as the Wiſe Man ſaith) bur 'tis to be 
prefer'd before all Temporal Enjoyments whatfo- 
ever, n#t excepting Life it ſeif. For who cat 
rake any (omfort in his Life, (unleſs he be de- 
veſted of all Humanity, and ſtrangely ſu;:k into 
the Brutiſh Nature) that is ſenhible of having Out 
liv'd his Good-Name? Ard as for thote that arc 
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C5) 
ſo ſunk, it would be much better for themſelves 
as well as for the World, if they were. out of 
Being. And as it is Natural to thole Men who 
have any thing of Generquſneſs and Ingenuity 
in their Tempers, aboye all things to. Covet a 
Good-Name z So there 1is this great reafon why they 
ſhould, namely, Becauſe ir is the chief Thing 
that makes Men uſeful in the World; and there 
are no ſuch mwprofitable or infignificant Creatures 
upon God's Earth, as thoſe are who have loft 
their Reputation, or had never any to loſe. I 
mean by a Good-Name and Reputation, that of 
a Good-Man : Of a Man that hath.imbibed good 
Principles, and is true to them : Of. a Man Re- 
vering the Great God, and Fearing. to break 
wilfully any of His Laws. That which either 
in the Sacred Writings, or in the Books of the 
Philoſophers is called a Good-Name, is wholly 
Founded upon Good Morals. A Large Under- 


ſtanding, ſhrewdneſs of Wit and Parts, High Titles 


- 


of Honour, &c. have, *tis Confeſſed, acquired to 
their Owners Great Names, but thele alonemever 
made any Man the Poſleſſor of a G 9 0 D-Nane. 

Now fo far as any Man's Reputation, in 
reference to his Morals, is Eclipſed, ſo much 
the leſs Capable doth he immediately become 


of 


(7) 


of being Serviceable in his Generation. The 
leſs of a Good-Name any one hath, the fewer 
Opportunities and Advantages will he have, of 
being Beneficial to his Fellow-Creatures, either 
in their Temporal or. Spiricual Concerns, bur 
eſpecially in their Spiritual. And as ir is chiefly 
upon this account that a Good-Name ought to 
be ſo Highly eſteemed; So to Eſteem ir upon 
any other account, ſeparate from this, is nothing 
better than a Gratification of Animality or Fond 
Fancy. But this Conſideration makes it highly 
reaſonable to prize a Good-Name above Rubies, 
and above the Wealth of both the Indies, and 
to reckon our Sufferings herem in the number 
of the greateſt Worldly Sufferings. So, it is 
manifeſt, King David did, by divers Paſſages 
in his P/alms: As particularly in Pal. 35. 11, 
12. faith he, Falſe Witneſſes did > up againſt 
me, they laid to my charge things Which T knew not 
or which I was altogether Guiltleſs of) they 
rewarded me evil for good (or this Evil of Slay 
for all the good Services I have done them) 
to the ſpoilmg, or (as 'tis in our Old Tranſlation) 
to the great diſcomfort of my Soul. And Pſal. 69, 
19, 20. he thus Complains ; Thou haſt known my 
Reproach and my ſhame anil my Diſhonour, mine Al- 


verſaries 
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verſaries are all before thee, Reproach hath broken my 
heart and I am full of Heavineſs, So that a Slan- 
derer being a Robber of that which is deſer- 
vedly ſo Precious, or at leaft he alwayes being 
ſo in his Endeavour, there was great reaſon why 
this Holy King ſhould ſo Abominate him, as 
we find by our Text he did: But, 

2. As the Slanderer is thus highly Injurious 
to Thoſe who are the Objefts of his Slanders, 
ſo is he the moſt Peſtilent Creature to the 
Community of which he is a Member. Thoſe 
who invent Slanders, are the greateſt Peſts and 
Plagues to a Body Politique. They are conti- 
nually ſtirring up Strife and Contention, Ani- 
moſities and Emulation : And where the/e are, 
St. James tells us, There is Confuſion, and every evil 
Work. One of theſe is ſufficient to ſer a whole 
Neighbourhood together by the Ears, and a Few of 
them are enough to enflame a whole City, nay a 
whole Kingdom. King Solomon ſaith,Prov. 16. 27. 
An ungodly Man diggeth up Evil, and in his Lips there 
is a burning Fire. And St. Paul, 2 Cor. 12. 20. 
brings in Swellings and Twmults immediately af- 
ter Backbitings and Whiſperings, Which he had 
good reaſon to do, fince thoſe are the Natu- 
ral Conſequents and Effetts of theſe. For 


they 
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they not only ſow Seeds of Diviſion amoni 
the People, but beget a mutual Miſ-underſtan- 
ding between them and their Governours. Theſe 
Backbitings and Whiſperings render Governours 
jealous of their People, and the People as jealous 
of their Governours. Princes ſee with other Mens 
Eyes, as they At by other Mens Hands ; and 
therefore 'tis the moſt difficule Thing, and e- 
ven next to impoſſible for them, ordinarily to 
diſcern between Calumnies and True Stories. They 
have greater Matters alwayes to mind, than 
to have Leiſure to Dive to the Dottom of 
thoſe Reports that are brought to them. And 
therefore, no wonder if they are frequently 
Abuſed and Impoſed upon ; and lo, per{waded 
to take ſome for their Worſt, who are in the 
number of their Beſt Subje&ts ; and others for 
cheir Beſt, who are really their Worſt. And 
while the Slanderers are as Cunning and Dex 
crous as they are Wicked and Malicious, What 
can alwayes prevent this, and the horrible Miſ- 
chiefs occaſioned thereby, but ſuch a degree 
of Wiſdom and Knowledg, as no where reſides 

but in GOD himlſelt ? 
Now King David had great reaſon to re? 
ſolve upon doing his Utmoſt rowards the Roor- 
C ng 
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irg out of his Kingdom ſuch People as Theſe, 
when he knew them to be the great Inſtru- 
ments of their Father the Devi, in making his 
Subje&s uneaſy to himſelf, and to one anther, 
and hm/.!f too as unealy unto them: When he 
knew that all good Order and Government, 
was inconiiitent with the Encouragement, or 
Toleration of {uch a Crew of vile Milcreants. 
When he was fo well aware, that ler ſuch pre- 
tend to what Loyalty they plealed, 'twas im- 
poſſible for him to haye Naughtier Subjects 
than Theſe are. | | 

Let us Conſider what Sr. James ſaith of a 
Slanderinz Tongue, Ch. 3. v. 5. The Tongue is a lits 
tle member, and boaſteth great things; behold how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the 
Tongue is a Fire, a VVorld of Tniquity, So is the 
Tongue (or a Calunniating Backbiting Tongue) a- 
mong our Members, that it defileth the whole Body, 


and it 1s ſet on Fire of Hell. 


Secondly, As Inventers of Slanders are the moſt 
Miſchievous and Deſtructive ſort of People; o, 
whilſt they are negle&ed and let alone, they 
are the moſt Succeſsful in their wicked De- 
{gns. They are ſo Succeſsful, that what our 
Proverb 
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Proverb ſaith of a Flaz!, is much truer of a Sla::: 
dering Tongue, that, There is no Fence agamſt it, WF 
any thing be a (ure Protection from it, onc 
would think the moſt Spotleſs Innocence, and 
the moſt Exemplary Virtue needs muſt, bur 
the Example of our Blefled Saviour afſures us 
of the Contrary, No Man ever arrived to 
His Innocence or VYertue ; but for all that, never 
was any one lo ſtrangely Wronged in his Good- 
Name as He. Though no Man more Practi- 
ſed or Taught Loyalty, yet was He Repreſented 
as an Enemy to Ceſar, Though never had 
the Devil ſuch an Enemy, yet was he Calum- 
niated as a Great Wizzard, in league with Beel- 
zebub the Prince of the Devils. "Though neyer 
was the Breaſt of any one fo poſlefled with 
Divine Love, nor any mans Mind with ſo 
great a Reverence and Veneration of the Dis 
vine Majſty, yer was He Stigmatized with the 
Blackeſt of all Marks and Characters, viz. Thar 
of a Blaſphemer. And as the mott horrid Sl. 
ders were invented and publiſhed to the World 
of Him, ſo were they generally b-lieved roo, 
There is Nothing we are Oivners of that's {0 
Expoſed to the Mercy of others, as are our 
Good:-Names. Wholoever hath 2 Tongue in his 
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Head, if he be but Wicked enough, and not 
Univerſally kn wn to be a Wicked Man, can, 
when he pleaſeth, do our Names a miſchief. 
The Wiſe man ſaith, Proy, 25. 18. that A Man 
that beareth falſe Witneſs againit his Neighbour, is 
a Maul, and a Sword, and a Sharp Arrow. That is, 
He is made up and Compounded of all fatal 
Miſchiefs. A Maul cannot pive greater Bruiſes, 
nor more effectually Fell to the ground, than 
this ſort of Weapon : Nor a Sword pierce deeper, 
or Cut and Slaſh more Cruelly : Nor a ſharp 
Arrow wound at a greater diſtance, no nor at 
nothing /o great a diſtance ; for there is no gets 
ting out of the Reach of a Slandering Tongue ; 
nor is there any where to be found Security 
againſt it: I, mean, beſides the Special and Ex: 
traordinary Providence of God, St. James tells 
us in the fore-mentioned Chapter, ver. 7. &c. that 
Every kind of Beaſts, and of Birds, and of Serpents, 
and things in the Sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed 
of Man-kind ; But the Tongue (viz, The Tongue 
of a Slanderer, as 1s plain by ver. 9.) can no Man 
tame, it is an unruly Evil, (ſuch an Evil as there 
is no dealmg with it) full of deadly Poiſon : Such 
as 1s too ſtrong for the molt Soyereign An- 
tidote, 


Many 
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Mary (faith the Son of Syrack) have fallen by 
the Edge of the Sword, but not ſo many as have 
fallen by the Tongue : Well is he that is defended 
from it, and hath not paſſed through the Venome theres 
of. Who hath not drawn the Yoke thereof, noy hath 
been bound in its) bands? For the Yoke thereof is as 
a Yoke of Iron, and the bands thereof as bands of Braſs. 
The death thereof is an evil death, the Grave were 
better than it. So that the Slanderey being an E- 
nemy, againſt whole Afſaults the greateſt Hu- 
man Power, Policy or Wiſdom, cannot whol- 
ly defend us ; well might King David conceive 
fo high a diſpleaſure againſt him, as he here 
expreſſeth. And the like diſpleaſure doth he 
declare againſt him, Pſalm. 1 20. 2, 3, 4. De- 
liver my Soul, O Lord, from lying Lips, and from a 
deceitful Tongue, What ſhall be given unto thee, or 
what ſhall be done unto thee thou falſe Tongue * 
Sharp Arrows of the Mighty, with Coals of Juniper. 
Or, with hot burning Coles, according to the 
other Tranſlation, 


I proceed now to make ſome Application of 
what hath been ſaid ; And it ſhall be This. 
Firſt, This lirtle we have dilcourſed on this 


Argument, is abundantly enough to render the 
SIN 
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Sin of Slandering our Nejiohbour moſt abominable 

in our Eyes. I mean, | 
1. The Sin of Deviſmg and Inventing Defa- 
mations and Slanders, This indeed is ſuch a wick- 
edne(s as one would think it ſhould be need- 
leſs to caution thoſe againſt it, I will notſay, 
who profels Chriſtianity, bur who have not 
bid adien to all Humanity, It is fuch a Black, 
ſuch a Hellſh Sin, as that the Devil hath 
both his chief Names and Charafers from it. 
O A7[B97.G>, i.e, This Name Devil, ſignifies 
the Slanderer. Satan ſignifies the Spiteful Enemy, 
The chief Charafters we meet with in Scripture 
of the Devil, are thele two, The Father of 
Lies, and The Accuſer of the Brethren. And 
therefore nothing can denominate us more per- 
fectly like the Devi, than this forging of Lies 
and Calumnies againſt our Brethren” And we 
ſee, Pſalm. 50.19, &c with whar leverity the 
Great God expreſſeth himſelf againlt thoſe thar 
dare to commit This Sin, Saith He, Thou giveſt 
thy Mouth to Evil, and thy Tongue frameth Deceit. 
Thou ſitteſt and ſpeakeſt againſt thy Brother. thou ſlan- 
dereſt thine own Mothers Son. Theſe things haſt 
thou done, and TI kept ſilence; thou thoughteſt 
that I was altogether ſuch an one as thy ſelf : But 
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1 will reproye thee, and ſet them in order before 
thine Eyes. And v. 16. He asks ſuch as Theſe, 
What they had to do to declare his Statutes, or that 
they ſhould take his ( ovenant into their Mouths : Or 
to make profeſſion of his Religion, or indeed 
of any Religion, And v. 22, He threatens them 
that He would tear them in Pieces, and there ſhould 
be none to deliver, if they would not con- 
ſider what ' he now had ſaid, and lay it to 
heart. 

King Solomon puttech this PraCtice of Slar- 
dering, in the number of thoſe Sins, which God 
Abominates- in a more F/pecial manner. Proy, 
6.16. &c. Theſe fix things doth the Lord hate, 
jea ſeven are an Abomination to h\m. A Proud Look, 
a Lying Tongue, and Hands that ſhed Tnnocent 
Blood : An Heart that deviſeth Wicked Imaz inatis 
ons : Feet that be ſwift in Running to Miſchief : 
A Falſe Witneſs that ſpeaketh Lies: And he that 
ſoweth Diſcord amons Brethren. And indeed al! 
theſe Seven things, except the fiſ?, are luch as 
make the proper CharaQer of This fort of Slar- 
derers | am now expoling. And Rev. 22:15, 
Whoſoever loveth and maketh a Lie, 1s reckoned 
with Dogs and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers, and 


Maurtherers, and Jdolaters 3 who are t9 have thei; 
Portis: 
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Portion in the Lake that burneth with Fire and Brim: 
ſtone. 

2. Let us no leſs hate the Practice of Ta- 
king up Evil Reports againſt any, than that of 
Inventing them. We learn from Pſal, 15. \M 
That This alſo will exclude us the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; in that *tis here ſaid, that among thoſe 
that ſhall abide in Gods Tabernacle, and dwell in 
his Holy Hill, He is one that Backbiteth not with 
his Tongue, nor doth Evil to his Neighbour, nor 
taketh up a Reproach againſt his Neighbour ; Or 
doth not without Good Evidence give credit to it, 
and much leſs ſpread and propagate it. The 
Wiſe Man maketh him a V/Vicked drier, who giveth 
heed to falſe Lips; and a Lyar, who giveth ear to 
a naughty Tongue. Prov. 17. 4. This is as much a 
Tranſgreſſion of the forementioned Golden Rule, 
Of doing as we would be done unto, as is Deviſing 
and Forging Slanders. I doubt there is not much 
leſs Malice in this Pra&tice, but I am ſure it 
favours of every whit as lictle Charity, as that 
other Practice doth. I can have no Charity for 
that man, againſt whom I am forward to believe 
and report whatſoever of evil I chance to hear 
of him. Nay, //hiſperers and Backbiters, as well 
as Inventers of Evil things, are reckoned by Saint 
Paul, 
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Paul, among thoſe obdurate Sinners, of whom 
he Pronounceth, That God had given them 9ver 
45 vev 490x445) toa Reprobate mind, Rom. 1, 
29, 30- 

Haſty Believers and Spreaders of falle Re- 
ports, are the Tools and Inſtruments of choſe 
that invent them, for the doing of the Miſchief 
they deſign by them. And it is almoſt whol- 
ly Long of theſe, that Thoſe wicked People are 
in a Capacity- of doing any Miſchief by their 
Forgeries. 

We are Bound therefore by the ſtricteſt Bonds, 
by the Bonds of Charity, of Juſtice, and of Self- 
Preſervation, to be extremely Cautious of lend: 
ing our Ear to 'Tale-Bearers, leſt we be Inyol- 
ved in their Guilt, and ſo brought to ſhare wich 
them in their dreadful Puniſhment. Since this 
is an expreſs Law of God, Thou ſhalt not go up 
and down as a Tale-bearer among thy People, Lev. 
19. 16, Surely *tis as much a Law of His, That 
we ſhould not give incouragement to thoſe 
whom we know- to be Tale-bearers,- by Liſtning 
to their Tales. 

Nay, We are obliged to be ſo far from 
Believing a Report againſt our Neighbour, 
meerly from the Information of any 0a? or a 

| D Few 
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Few Perſons, of whoſe Integrity, and of wh 
certain Knowledge of the | mh thereof, \ 
have not great Aſſurance, that we may nor ne 
ther conclude any Man Gmul:y, from his being 
Accuſed by the Generality. Ttere is indeed a 
common ſaying, Vox Populi eft 1.x Dei, The 
Yoice of the People is the Voice of God. And in 
4 certain Sence it may well pals for a true Pro- 
verb. Bur as it is vulgarly underſtood, The 
Voice of the People is not the Yoice of God, as we 
of this (ity and Kingdom have often found by 
fad Experience. All Wiſe and Honeſt Men 
cannot be, at this time of day, to ſeek for Con- 
viction, What great Sufferers, even our Gover- 
ours themſelves have been Wrongfully made to 
be, by the Voice of the People. And I dare Af- 
firm, That he who now takes the. common 
Vogue for unqueſtionable Evidence, had he 
lived in the Dayes of our Bleſſed Saviour, would 
have been made One among that wicked Crew, 
who applauded the Sentence pronounc'd a- 
ainſt Him. 

And there is this weighty Reaſon, why Come 
mon Fame it ſelf is not to be Confided in, viz. 
For ought we can tell this Fame might firſt 
ariſe. from -but One Man, and that Man a Liar 
rO0 z 
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too; and this we Certainly know, that the Ge- 
nerality are ſo void of Charity, as haſtily to 
Catch at Scandalous Stories, and are much more 
ealily perſwaded to think and report Evil Things 
upon very flight Grounds, than good and coms 
mendable Things, upon the moſt evident and ap- 
parent Ones. And none have ſo ſad Experience 
of the Truth of this, as Thoſe of whoſe Repu- 
tation we are obliged to be the moſt tender. I 
mean our Governours in Church and State. 

Burt ſuppole we have certain Aſſurance, that 
ſuch an ill Report did take its firſt Riſe from 
not a few, yet we may not be ſure but that 
theſe might be United in one common Jntereſt 
and Deſign; but in this Caſe, the Report of many 
- carryes no whit ſtronger Evidence with it, than 
if it came but from One Mouth. And this was 
the very Caſe of our Bleſſed Lord: They were 
many who firſt divulged vile Slanders of Him, 
but they were All acted by one and the ſame 
Principle, viz. That of Malice; and by the ſame 
Deſion, viz, That of Diſgracing Him among the 
People, and Incencing of King Herod and Ponting 
Pilate againſt Him. 

But Laſtly, Suppoſe we could be certain, 
That the many firſt Reporters of Bad Stories 
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were not Linked together by one Common Tye, 
yer eyen in this Caſe too we are bound to uſe 
Caution and Deliberation, before we give them 
undoubted Credit, Eſpecially if thoſe Stories 
relate to Words or Actions that are capable of 
a two-fold Interpretation. The ſame Atioms may 
be Faulty or Commendable, according to the 
(ircumſtances wherewith chey are attended. And 
the ſame Words may be ſo too, according to 
the Occaſion or Connexion of them. But People 
are generally, even thoſe who have no Malict- 
2us Intention, Raſh, and Heady in judging of 
Aftions without weighing Circumſtances; and in 
running away with half Sentences ; or with 
whole ones, without Conſidering, What went be- 
fore, or followed after. 

So that, I ſay, as we would not fall under 
the Guilt of that Sim, the exceeding Heinouſ- 
neſs of which I have been repreſenting, Look 
we to it, that we be not Haſty in taking vp 
Evill Reports of any Body, let them come to 
us from never ſo many. If this be warrantable, 
as I have already intimated, the joyning with 
thoſe who ran down our Saviour, and at laſt 
Nailed Him to the Croſs, had been very Ex- 
cuſeable, not to ſay Defen/ible. 
| And 
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And let us believe as well as, without offering 
Violence to our Reaſon, we can of all Men; 
and chuſe much rather in our Judging, and 
in our Reports of Men, to offend on the Right 
than on the Left hand. I am certain, thus 
much is implied in thoſe two Precep:s of our 
Lord, viz. Judg not that ye be not Judzed ; for 
with what Judgment ye Judge ye ſhall be Judged, and 
with what Meaſure ye mete, it ſhall b2 muted to 
you agam, Matth. 7,1,2. And j2d2 mt accord: 
ing to the appearance, but judg Righteons Julgment, 
John 7. 24. 

2+ Oughr the Slandering of our Neigh55%y to 
be ſo detelted by us, then what aa Abomina- 
ble thing is it, to Slander, and injure the Good- 
Name and Reputation of the Kings Majeſty, 
and of thoſe that under Him have Authority 
over is! "Tis an expreſs Law of God, Exud. 
22. 28, & repeated by St. Paul, viz. Thou ſhalt 19: 
revile the Gods, nor Curſe (or ſpeak evil of) the 9\1- 
lex of thy People. And as to the King, *tis to 
great a wickedneſs to defarve Hm, or lay any 
thing to the leſſen'ng of his Honour, that the 
Wiſe Mm thus chargeth us, Ecclef. 10, 20. Cur/: 
wot the King, no not in thy thought, 
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And 'tis as much the Peoples intereſt, as ir 
is the Ks, that He be not Slandered; or Spoken 
Evil of. For Seditious and Rebellious Practi- 
ces do uſually arile from Nlens firſt taking this | 
Wicked Liberty ; as we have all known by ve- i , 
ry woeful Experience, And we know by the |} 
like experience, that the King ſuffers not more 
by thoſe leud Practices,than the People neceſſarily 
mult, 

Ic was a good ſaying, as I remember, of 
Ariſtotle, © Tov "Agy0v: & #axnyoga Thy Tov 
Beile, VVhoſoever defames the Prince, is Inju- 
rious to the Common-V/ealth ; or Miſchiefs his Sub- 
ects. 

: And as for thoſe that take liberty to Invent 
or Tell Stories reflecting upon their Eccleſiaſtical 
Governours, Paſtors, or Teachers, they are in 
a ſpecial manner injurious to the Souls of Men. 
For nothing, ſo tends to the prejudicing of their 
People againſt their Doftrine, as their having an 
Evil Opinion of their Perſons. And for this 
Reaſon, I think none are ſo much concerned 
to keep their Good-Names as unſpotted as they 
can, and toclear themſelves of whatſoever Aſs 
perſions are caſt upon them, as They are, 
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AN now I will take this Occaſion to inform 
you, That Some having greatly concerned 

themlclves of late, to Carry Lales of Scandas 
lous Paſſages which they pretend to have heard 
from the Pulpits of divers of my Brethrea in this 
City, there are Others who have very lately 
done the like good Office for My /-lf. I am 
roo well aware J/b» they are, I will tell you 
who they are Not ; I am very confident, they 
are not Papiſts, at leaſt nor Profeſſed ones. - But 
you of this Pariſh may have a ſhrewd guels 
within a very few; for you muſt needs know 
ſome to have long expreſled as bitter and im- 
placable enmity againſt me, as if we had b:en 
of two Churches and Contrary Religions : And that 
without the leaſt provocation on My part. AnJ 
I doubt not there are many of the Roman Re- 
ligion, from whom I ſhould have had much more 


Juſt, Fair, and (briſtian Treatment, As ſilent as 


I have been hitherco, this is not the firſ# nor - 
ſecond time neither, that I have been in the felf- . 
(ame manner moſt vilely abuſed by Theſe People, 


2s in due time, I truſt in God will be made 
manifeſt, 
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manifeſt, My laſt Acculgtion was this, (or 
ar leaſt the laſt I have heard of ) Thar I vents 
ed in this Pulpit, on All:Saints-Day, viz, This day 
Fortnight, a Bitter Curſe againſt the Papiſts, together 
with all thoſe (for which I truſt ro the Memory of 
an Extraordinary Perſon) who give them encourage- 
ment. And the Curſe I underſtand was worded to 
this Effect ; I wiſh their Names and Memories may Rot 
Fternally, Whatloever the Expreſs Words were, 
| hear they perfectly Agreed in the /elf-ſame, 
which is {o far from Evidence pf their telling 
Truth 'of me, that *tis a much ſtronger Argu- 
ment of their being Conſpirators againſt me, 
But may this Ce, inſtead of falling upon the 
Papiſts, or thole that Encourage them, light up- 
on my Own Name and Memory, it I. either 
Pronounced It, or any Curle like it againſt ei- 
ther the One or the other, or any Curſe at all a- 
gainſt either. And as I ſolemnly Appeal to 
God Almighty, fo I Appeal to You my Auditors, 
Whether there were the leaſt Appearance or Sha- 
dow of an Occafim given by me, for ſuch an 
Information 4s this againſt me. I Appeal to 
You allo, Whether you can think ic Poſſible, 
that ſuch an Accuſation as this could ariſe from 
meer Miſtake. 1 am Confident, That All who 
minded 


/. £28 
minded my Sermon, will pronounce, that nei- 
ther this (harge, nor any Charge that hath che 
leaſt lkeneſs to it, be it Worded how it will, muſt 
be nothing better than pure. Invention ; which 
we have ſhewn is the moſt Horrible way of 
Slandermg. : 

I prevailed with a moſt Worthy Prelate to 
hear that Sermon read out of my Notes word 
for word, and [ cannot call ro mind my having 
{aid above three or four Words more than are 
in my Notes, and thoſe I acquainted his Lord- 
ſhip with, meerly that I might truly ſay, That 
He had nothing of the Sermon Concealed from 
Him. And after it was read, not one Bit of 
a Sentence could be fixed upon, that might pur 
my Enemies in mind to Invent ſuch a Slander 
as this of me, unleſs it were this, viz. If we d» 
not juſtify to all the World (meaning, as before 
was expreſſed, we Divines of the Church of Eg- 
land) the Repreſentations we have made of that Ree 
ligion (viz, the Roman) to our People, let our Names 

ink, and our Memories be covered with Eternal ſhame. 
And theſe words next follow, Tis a moſt wicked thing 
to Slander a particular Perſon, and much more to 
Slander and Bezlye a whole Church, and that fo Ex- 
cellent and Famons a Church, as that of Rome once 
r W445, 
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(26) 
was, So that if I had been Accuſed of Curſes 
ing my Self, or my Brethren, inſtead of the Pa- 
piſts, and thoſe that Encourage them, there had 
been a much more Colourable Pretence for ſuch 
a Calumny. 

I know I han't lived ſuch a Life as that af 
ter fo Solemn Appeals as I have now made, 
my perfe&t Innocence, as to this Charge, ſhould 
be in the leaſt Queſtioned by thoſe, who have 
the leaſt Knowledge of me. Bur as for thoſe 
that are Acquainted with me, I am certain they 
need no ſuch Appeals to Satisfy them, that I could 
not be Guilty of ſo Un-Chriſtian a thing, as the 
Curling of any Man, upon any account; and 
much leſs, as the Curſing of any Sort of Men, 
upon the account of their being of a different 
Religion from my Self. For as to all /ach, 
I have very rarely been blamed for any 
Defeft of Charity towards them ; but I have of- 
ten been Cenſured as being in the ether Extreme, 
viz. Of the Exceſs of Charity, which I have 
alwayes concluded to be much the ſafeſt. 

Good Lord, That any, who profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, ſhould be ſo depraved, as to at- 
tend our Preaching God's holy Word, with 
no better a Deſign, than to be Spyes upon _ 
an 
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and to catch at all advantages (and when they 
can find none, to make them) tor the Ruining of us 
and our Families; Nay, and which is worſe, if 
worle can be, that ſuch ſhould dare to receive the 
Holy Communion, and that ar Their hands too, againſt 
whom they are alwayes Contriving of Miſchief. 

God Grant that ſuch People may at length ſe- 
riouſly lay to heart, the wretched State they are 
in, and conſider what a ſevere Reckoning, they 
ſhall one day be called to for ſuch Practices. And 
that, if timely Repentance prevent it not, there 
will moſt certainly be Bitterneſs in the Latter End, 

I have ſometimes e'ne Trembled to think, what 
| horrid Crimes the Devil in time may draw ſuch 
into, who are ſo forſaken of the Divine Grace, as 
to be Able to do ſuch things as T heſe. 

I have long Remembred my Adverſaries par- 
ticularly in my Daily Prayers, that God would 
be pleaſed to give them true Repentance tor the 
many great Injuries they have done me, and for 
their o:her Sins, that their Souls may be ſaved in 
the day of the Lord Jeſus. 

E am under a greater neceſſity than you are a- 
ware of, thus to clear my Innocence; and what 
E have now done, hath not been without the belt 


Advice, 
Thanks 
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Thanks be to God, His Majrſty is lo Trt and 
Gracious a Prince, as inttead of readily crediting 
ill Stories of us, to give us Opportamitics for the 
clearing of our Innocence : And very willingly 
Condccicends, Ardire altcram Partem, to the hear- 
ING of cur Yindications, Nor 1s His Majeſty leſs 
ſ{orward to the receiving of Sati:{1&tion concern- 
ing our, Innocence, than Patient in Heayin 
Complaints againſt us. Which Grace of Fhs 
lays a Fariher Obligation upon us, to Pray for 
His Majeſties Long and Happy Reign over us. 

will now Conclude, with that moſt Chriſtian 
Pericion of our Church in the Litany. We beſeech 
thee Good Loyd, That it may pleaſe Thee to forgive 
our Enemies, Perſecutors and Slanderers, and to turn 
their Hearts, And with the Interceſſion. of - our 
Bleſſed Saviour upon the Croſs, for his Bloody 
Enemies: Father forgive them, for they know nt 
what they do, Bo or 


